
EHDI Advisory Council Motion 
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Motion made by: Kelby Brick, Director, Governor’s Office of the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing 
 
We move that the EHDI Advisory Council advises the Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene to issue a letter immediately to every parent 
of a child identified as Deaf or hard of hearing explaining that their child 
runs a severe risk of language deprivation and that the best way to 
prevent such deprivation is to ensure that their child is exposed at the 
earliest possible age to visual language in addition to English. In 
Maryland, this typically means English and American Sign Language 
(ASL).   
 
Copies of the letters should be distributed through every EHDI channel 
along with instructions that professionals of first contact with families 
of newly identified Deaf and hard of hearing children pass on this letter 
to the families.  
 
A copy of this letter should also be posted on EHDI’s website as well and 
also translated into Spanish and ASL. 
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